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© ABOUT THE FORbBEST PROJECT
Safeguarding Carbon and Biodiversity across European Forest
Ecosystems through Multi-Actor Innovation

Restoring and protecting natural and semi-
natural forest ecosystems plays a vital role in
creating climate-neutral and sustainable
societies. The FORDBEST project develops
innovative solutions to enhance forest functions

and harness the potential of healthy forested

ecosystems in achieving EU biodiversity and SAFEG UARDI NG

climate objectives. CAR BON AN D

Working across five key European BIODIVE RSITY

biogeographical regions and one non-EU

tropical region, FORBEST explores how ACROSS
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practices affect forest resilience. Using advanced ”
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intelligence, ecoacoustics, and citizen science — ;

the project creates powerful monitoring systems ECOSYSTEMS
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empowers local communities and stakeholders
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to co-design sustainable forest management

strategies. Its integrated socio-ecological The project is coordinated by the University of

modelling identifies "win-win" practices that Oulu (Oulun Yliopisto, Finland) and involves 18
support climate change mitigation and partners, 17 of which are based in the European
adaptation, biodiversity conservation, and Union and one in a non-EU country. It is funded
economic diversification — ensuring a resilient, by the European Union under the Horizon

inclusive, and nature-positive future for Europe’s Europe programme, with a total EU
contribution of €5,967,518.75.
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NEWSLETTER

A OLD-GROWTH FORESTS AND ANCIENT
TREES: A TREASURE OF NATURE, LIFE AND
CULTURE

International Conference organised by Carabinieri
- Partner of the FORbEST Project
7' Event date: see full programme here

The international conference “Old-Growth Forests
and Ancient Trees: A Treasure of Nature, Life and
Culture” gathered researchers, institutions, and
organisations from across Europe to discuss the
significance of old-growth forests in climate change

mitigation and biodiversity conservation.

Experts and FORDBEST partners shared research
insights and best practices, emphasising the
importance of recognising nature’s intrinsic,
instrumental, and relational values — connecting
ecological integrity with cultural and spiritual
heritage.

& Read the full programme and learn more about

the event here.

FORBEST PARTNER BRINGS OLD-GROWTH
FORESTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Blogpost by Zoltan Kun, Head of Conservation,
Stichting Wild Europe (FORbEST Partner)

Date of publication: [insert date]

The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 commits to
defining, mapping, monitoring, and strictly
protecting all remaining primary and old-growth

forests in Europe.
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In his article, Zoltan Kun highlights the importance
of these ecosystems as models of resilience and
ecological diversity, and as key contributors to the
European Green Deal and global climate
commitments.

Among the main findings discussed at the

conference:

o 7 Strictly protected Mediterranean forests can
remain up to 2°C cooler than managed forests
during heatwaves, showing their key role in

climate adaptation.

o Multitaxonomic diversity peaks in landscapes
with a mix of 60% unmanaged and 40%

managed forests.

The piece also describes the Carabinieri's inclusive
conservation approach, protecting Italy’s natural
heritage from illegal logging and fires, and
promoting community-based stewardship of forest
ecosystems. Carabinieri, one of Italy's main law
enforcement agencies and a partner of the
FORDEST project, play a key role in safeguarding
biodiversity through their Carabinieri Command for
Forest Protection and Parks, which combines law
enforcement with environmental education,

research, and sustainable forest management.

M Read the full blogpost by Zoltan Kun:
@ FORDEST partner brings old-growth forests in

the spotlight
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% FORDEST Project Partners

¢ Oulun Yliopisto (University of Oulu, UOULU) - Finland (Coordinator)

¢ ALMA MATER STUDIORUM - Universita di Bologna (ALMA MATER STUDIORUM -
University of Bologna UNIBO) - Italy

+« HUN-REN Okologiai Kutatokozpont (HUN- REN Centre for Ecological Research) -
Hungary

« Internationales Institut fuer Angewandte Systemanalyse (International Institute for UNIVERSITY
Applied System Analysis, IIASA) - Austria OF OuLy

« Ceska Zemedelska Univerzita v Praze (Czech University of Life Science, Prague, CZU) - )

Czech Republic
CHIANG MAI

« Universita degli Studi della Tuscia (University of Tuscia, UNITUS) - Italy UNIVERSITY

« The Lifescape Project — United Kingdom

e Lumina SRL - Belgium
NATURAL RESOURCES

¢ Luonnonvarakeskus (Natural Resources Institute Finland, LUKE) - Finland INSTITUTE FINLAND

¢ Universita degli Studi di Milano (University of Milan, UNIMI) - Italy

« Stichting Wild Europe (Wild Europe) - The Netherlands

« Joanneum Research Forschungsgesellschaft MBH (Joanneum Research) - Austria

« Propark-Fundatia pentru Arii Protejate (Propark) - Romania

« Chiang Mai University — Thailand

« Ministero della Difesa, Carabinieri, Raggruppamento Biodiversita (Ministry of Defense, [
Carabinieri for Biodiversity) - Italy

« Pilisi Parkerdo Zartkoruen Mukodo Reszvenytarsasag (Pilisi Park Forest) - Hungary

¢ Sprava Narodniho Parku Sumava (Sumava National Park) - Czech Republic

« Ocolul Silvic Ingleby (Ingleby Farms) - Romania
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